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Grand Chef de Gare
Donald Haynes

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 40/8 INDIANAPOLIS

November 3, 2007, 9:00 a.m. Meeting called to order by
Correspondant National David Rabius with the pledge
and opening prayer. David explained we were going to
break up into six groups for discussion on ways for the
48/8 to survive.

Chef de Chemin de Fer Bernard Sampson
talked to us about what he wanted us to discuss and
thanked us for being there. He told us to go into these
discussions with an open mind and do our best. We also
heard from four of our Sous Chef de Chemin de Fers.
We then broke up into six groups. The Past Chef de
Chemin de Fers were not assigned to a group and went
from one group to another answering questions and
listening to our discussions.

In my group (C) were David Wegener (WI),
Dennis Barry (IA), David Burnett (OH), John Polley
(NY), Jim Scott (AK) and Louis Sewell (PA).

We first discussed ways to increase our membership
without changing the way we draw membership and we
all had to admit that it just is not working so we are
going to have to make some changes. After lengthy
discussions, we came up with our interpretation of a
resolution to bring before the whole group to discuss.

My group’s was as follows:
It should be stated that the 40/8 derives its membership
from the following:
The American Legion
Honorable discharged veterans with a DD214.
Any service member with a current military identification
card.

The 40/8 will also maintain its by invitation only
policy. This policy will continue our distinction of being a
charitable and honor society of American Veterans.

At 3:00 p.m. we all met back in the fourth floor
meeting room and each group explained what they had
come up with. The other five groups came back with a
little different interpretation, but they all came out with
the same roundabout answer to open 48/8 up to any
honorable discharged veteran, or any service member
with a valid or current military identification card.
When we were all done, instead of having two or three
different versions to vote on, we had only one

so instead of having to hold a meeting on
Sunday the 4th, we had a roll call vote Saturday
afternoon, the 3rd. Out of 42 states, 35 oui, 4 non, 3
abstained. As result, the Correspondant National and
the National Avocat will draw up a resolution for every
Grande to take to their Promenade for vote and bring
back to the National Promenade in 2008.
Travel meeting time: 13-1/2 hours.
Travel miles: 502

December 9, 2007

Hope all had a wonderful Thanksgiving with
family and friends. On Veteran's Day, I went to Holly for
the ceremony at the Great Lakes National Cemetery. I
met our representative to the cemetery, Alex Crow. We
were recognized for being there from 48-8. We need a
lot of help to make this a successful year. First of all,
we have to work hard on our membership by contacting
our voyagers that have not renewed their dues and find
out why they have lost interest. Secondly, Don Eastcott
has still has 900 calendars to sell. These calendars
represent 50% of our budget. As of today, we have 21
Voitures that have not even picked up one calendar
and that is not good. Don has bent over backwards to
keep this program afloat and he cannot do it without all
of our help.

On February 2, 2008, Coldwater Voiture 396
will be hosting a wreck at Coldwater Legion Post 157,
104 E. Chicago Street.

From our house to yours, we wish each and
everyone a joyous, happy and safe holiday season.
Yours in Service,

Grand Chef de Gare
Donald L. Haynes
506 Mill Street
Leslie, MI  49251
1-517-589-8939

Boosters
Edward & Marjorie MacLachlan

Kay Bauer
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Voiture 746

Hello everyone out there Voiture
746 home of the Grand Chef de

Gare and the Grande La
Presidente, Don and Carrie

Haynes of Jackson County would
like all of you to pass the word
that we are doing breakfast on
Sundays from 8:AM to Noon.
Bring your trains before the

weather gets bad, and come on
down.

We have the best bloody/Mary's
around

State Wreck
April 26, 2008
Voiture 746

8939 E. Michigan Avenue
Jackson, MI 49201

Have P.G. s there by 10:00 a.m.
Pre-Registration $7.00

Name ___________________________________

Voiture _______________

Remit to: Correspondante
George Doles

782 Scofield Road
Leslie, MI 49251

Make checks payable to: Voiture 746

Ladies will be entertained by Cabane 746 at:
Rose City Legion Post

1190 Falahee
Jackson, MI 49203

Luncheon will be served at 12:30 p.m.

Voiture 396

Will host a Wreck on Saturday
February 2nd, 2008 at the

Coldwater American Legion Post
#52. So round up your PG's and
bring them in by 10:00 AM and

we'll have some fun along with the
Wrecking Crew from V-746

Voiture 946

Friday Night Fish Dinners and
Specials every Friday from 5-

7:30pm

Testimonial Dinner
for

Grand Chef de Gare
Donald L. Haynes

&
Grande La President

Carrie Haynes
When: May 3, 2008
Time: Social:  400 p.m.

Dinner: 5:00 p.m.
Location: American Legion Post 491

422 Woodworth Street
Leslie, MI  49251

Reservations by April 26, 2008
Cost: $10.00 per person

Remit to: Mary Hayes
506 Mill Street
Leslie, MI  49251
(517) 589-8939



www.granddumichiganwhistlestop.org                                                                                                Whistle Stop Page 3

Grand Directeur VAVS
Leo "Stub" Hoag

683 State Rd.
Coldwater, MI 49036

TX: 517-279-8677
Cell# 517-206-8814

E Mail lvhoag@cbpu.com

November 18, 2007

Grand du Michigan sponsored two female
veterans (from the Battle Creek Veterans Hospital)
for a boat trip in Detroit. There were several ladies
attending and from the pictures, appears they all had
a fun and enjoyed the dinner and entertainment. Both
of the ladies sponsored sent their heartfelt thanks for
a wonderful trip.
Grand du Michigan also sponsored Bingo at the
Battle Creek Veterans Hospital. A good number of
patients attended and all seemed to appreciate the
diversion.

Here is an updated listing of the VAVS
Directeur and Deputy’s of Grand du Michigan
VAVS Directeur: Leo "Stub" Hoag
VAVS Dep. Battle Creak : Stub Hoag Sous Battle
Creek : Kenneth Bidlack
VAVS Dep. Ann Arbor : Robert "Joe" Haley Sous Ann
Arbor : Gary Bourdeau
VAVS Dep. Detroit: Joseph Callahan Sous Detroit:
Eddie Brown
VAVS Dep. Iron Mtn.: Bob Morrell Sous Iron Mt.:
Gene Cavicchioni
VAVS Dep. Saginaw: Frank Rocha Sous Saginaw:
Louis Lapan
VAVS MVF Grand Rapids: Carl Gill Sous Grand
Rapids: Larry Croschere
VAVS MVF Marquette: Ronald Pearson Sous
Marquette: James Laine
National Sous Directeur Leo "Stub" Hoag

I’ve been having a little trouble
communicating with the Grandes I am responsible for
but still working at it with hopes of getting the
information that we need.

Goals for the year: (1) Ensure we have
representation in all of the VA hospitals/State Homes
in the U.S. We are still shooting for that magic
number (150) so that the Forty & Eight will have a
seat on the VA Board.

(2) Push the Keep the Wheel Chairs Rolling
Contest.

(3) Continue to Take Care of Our Veterans
"Keep the Wheel chairs Rolling" so far at this time we
have received requests from Ann Arbor and Battle
Creek and hopefully we’ll hear from other VA
facilities.

Leo "Stub" Hoag
In the Can Do Spirit
National Sous Directeur VAVS 2007-2008

Stub Hoag (of Voiture 396) & Battle Creek VA volunteers at
Quincy Am. Legion bingo night for VA patients.

Kenneth Bidlack of Voiture 396 & Quincy American Legion
hosting bingo for Battle Creek VA patients.

Grand L’Editeur
Glen DeLoach

Well we have on Voiture that is active.  I am sure
there are others in the Grande who are also active.  Please
send in your photos and articles so that they can be posted.

Where are all of the Officers and Directeurs?  Are
any of you doing your jobs?  Do you have pins to distribute?
This is your forum to get your information out and only a few
of you are taking advantage of it.

You wanted the Whistle printed and sent to you so
that your Voitures would know what is going on.  Well you
have to let the rest of the Grande know what your Voiture is
also doing.  The Calendar is awful bare.
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Calendar Winners
Winners for July

Ticket Amount Selling
Voiture

Winner

0648 $50.00 1420 Rene G. Ruehle
1753 $50.00 1061 Jim & Gloria

Edington
0343 $50.00 1002 Voiture 997
0522 $100.00 1061 Linda Blanton
0324 $100.00 1002 Wendy Moore

Winners for August

Ticket Amount Selling
Voiture

Winner

0573 $50.00 181 Mary Prigun
1239 $50.00 120 Chester Pozanski
1058 $50.00 1061 Russell  Troutman
0633 $50.00 181 Eugene L. Frary
0813 $100.00 1116 Jessica Reed
1960 $100.00 1061 Debby Scheetz

Winners for September

Ticket Amount Selling
Voiture

Winner

1858 $50.00 1061 Rene G. Ruehle
1203 $50.00 120 Jim & Gloria

Edington
0829 $50.00 997 Voiture 997
0399 $100.00 1002 Linda Blanton
0052 $100.00 1153 Wendy Moore

Winners for October

Ticket Amount Selling
Voiture

Winner

0078 $50.00 1061 Erica MacLachlan
0811 $50.00 1116 Jason Fischer
0759 $50.00 746 Dolores Boldon
0531 $50.00 721 Ron Myers
1762 $100.00 1061 Wade Jones
1077 $100.00 1061 Myra Opatik

Winners for November

Ticket Amount Selling
Voiture

Winner

1021 $50.00 1061 Jim Harris
0758 $50.00 746 Larry Lyons
0893 $50.00 553 Ray Durtche
1821 $100.00 1061 Brian Mosley
1493 $100.00 1061 George Moran Jr.

L’Editeur’s Note
Last month I accidentally put the same winners in

the Whistle Stop for August and September.  So here are
the correct winners and the new winners for October and
November.

The Grand Chef de Gare Don Haynes and his daughter-in-
law The Grande La Presidente Carrie Haynes.  At Fall
Cheminot in Monroe.

Grand Directeur Ways
and Means

Donald R. Eastcott

Again it’s very sad to report that the Chef de
Gares or his representative have made no attempt to take
their fair share of calendars to support the Grande or its
programs at Fall Cheminot held in Monroe Michigan.

I need the Chef de Gares of the following Voiture
Locals or their representative to contact me (Donald R.
Eastcott, (586) 294-3564) and take their fair share. Voiture
161, 397, 553, 659, 663, 690, 721, 756, 868, 871, 983,
997, 1074, 1206, 1223, 1288, 1332, 1383, 1425, 1435,
1494 and 1495.

What more can I say! The Grande needs the help
of all Voiture Locals to make this program a success.
Please remember this program represents fifty percent
(50%) of the budget. So let’s make and effort to show the
Grande that we support them and our programs.
Voiture Locals that are interested in supporting the
Grande, we still have 950 Calendars left for distribution.

Many thanks to all sellers for their help and many
thanks and good luck to all purchasers.

Donald R. Eastcott
Grand Directeur Ways and Means
Calendar Program
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From the Book
Band of Brothers

“On February 25 the men of Easy Company had
a unique experience for them but commonplace for their
fathers, riding through France on “40-and-8s,” French
railway boxcars that held either forty men or eight
horses.  It was the company’s first train ride during the
war, and it was properly appreciated.  The weather was
warm and sunny, the 40-and-8s were knee-deep in
straw, there was plenty to eat, and no one shot at them.

Ambrose, Band of Brothers, 324

Voiture Quota Reported Short Percent

District #1 Orville Werner Ernest Berry

102 Wayne 62 61 1 98.39%

1002 Sub-Wayne 98 33 65 33.67%

Total 160 94 66 58.75%

District #2 Steve Satkowski Barry Bovee

746 Jackson 79 58 21 73.42%

957 Washtenaw 91 71 20 78.02%

997 Lenawee 164 134 30 81.71%

1153 Monroe 69 63 6 91.30%

Total 403 326 77 80.89%

District #3 Michael Hemker Cliff Rose

161 Kalamazoo 17 16 1 94.12%

181 Calhoun 21 22 -1 104.76%

396 Branch 35 31 4 88.57%

1223 Hillsdale 8 4 4 50.00%

Total 81 73 8 90.12%

District #4 James Broadbridge Robert Leis

545 St. Joseph 42 36 6 85.71%

983 Berrien-Cass 14 2 12 14.29%

1494 Allegan 15 15 0 100.00%

Total 71 53 18 74.65%

District #5 Carl Gill Larry Crochere

553 Kent 63 31 32 49.21%

District #6 Marty J. Goodman Peter Jerome

946 Ingham 191 141 50 73.82%

1116 Genesee 83 77 6 92.77%

Total 274 218 56 79.56%

District #7 William Meyer Barry Schweitzer

120 St.Clair 89 72 17 80.90%

1061 Macomb 92 79 13 85.87%

1383 Tuscola 7 7 0 100.00%

1536 Lapeer 66 47 19 71.21%

Total 254 205 49 80.71%

District #8 Richard "Dick" Corr Frank Rocha Jr.

600 Saginaw 96 62 34 64.58%

756 Shiawassee 15 7 8 46.67%

868 Clinton 29 23 6 79.31%

1420 Ionia-Montcalm 58 25 33 43.10%

Total 198 117 81 59.09%

District #9

721 Newaygo 42 34 8 80.95%
1206 Wexford-Missaukee 16 8 8 50.00%
1363 Manistee 19 11 8 57.89%

Total 77 53 24 68.83%

Voiture Quota Reported Short Percent

District #10

690 Bay 54 0 54 0.00%

767 Clare 39 28 11 71.79%
1425 Midland 22 22 0 100.00%
1435 Mecosta 3 0 3 0.00%

Total 118 50 68 42.37%

District #11 Louis Oberle

663 Delta 22 18 4 81.82%

1288 Menoninee 39 33 6 84.62%
Total 61 51 10 83.61%

District #12 Joseph Rayome James Duray

397 Gogebic 10 4 6 40.00%

599 Marquette 35 18 17 51.43%
659 Dickinson 27 11 16 40.74%

Total 72 33 39 45.83%

District #13 James Karr Bob Jones

811 Oakland 59 38 21 64.41%

District #14 Charles Malpass Eugene Mounts

669 Iosco 48 32 16 66.67%

1086 Ogemaw-Arenac 20 10 10 50.00%
Total 68 42 26 61.76%

District #15

1074 Kalkaska 6 5 1 83.33%

1495 Crawford 8 8 0 100.00%
Total 14 13 1 92.86%

Quota 1,971 100% Voitures 5

Goal 2,049

Members 1,397 100% Districts 0
%Quota 70.81% Short for Quota 576

%Goal 68.18% Short for Goal 652

Grande Voiture du Michigan Membership
Report Date October 23, 2007
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Cheminot National
Mike Lefcheck

Voyageurs Grand du Michigan,

As you can see by the Membership report as of
Nov. 8th, more aggressive measures must be taken if we
are to accomplish 100% membership. No measurable
amount of membership has been sent in since Oct. 1st.!
The pony express rider must have stopped for a beer. Its
time to address the continuing decline of our membership!
We must RETAIN FIRST!! Has your locale Correspondant
sent out any pass DUES NOTICES? Has it been mentioned
at your promenade who has not paid yet? Has anyone
contacted these Voyageurs? These are just a few incisive
that needs to be taken to improve our membership.
Remember membership is everyone's job! Correspondants,
PLEASE, don't sit on any membership, as soon as you get
it, send it in. This will make everyone's job a lot easier.
Grand du Michigan can be "NUMBER ONE", in
membership, with a little effort from YOU!!!

Mike Lefcheck
Cheminot National 2007--2008

What the Rangers Think of
the Marines

A little boy was standing in front of a mirror in the
restroom at John F. Kennedy Airport, when in walked a
Marine staff sergeant, dressed in his dress blues. The little
boy turned to the Marine and said, "Wow! Are you a Marine?"

The Marine replied, "Why, yes I am, young man.
Would you like to wear my hat?"

"Boy, would I!," said the little boy. He took the hat
and placed it on his head and turned to admire himself in the
mirror.

As he was looking in the mirror, he heard the door
open and through a ray of bright light, a man entered the
room. But, this was not just a man -- he was more than a
man. He was an Airborne Ranger.

The little boy turned and went over to the soldier. As
he approached him, he could see the reflection in his boots.
His eyes widened as he stared up at the soldier's chest full of
medals and combat ribbons. He tried to speak, but he
couldn't. Finally, he took a deep breath, and managed to say,
"Excuse me, Sir. Are you an Airborne Ranger?"

The Ranger replied with a thunderous voice, "Why
yes, I am!! Would you like to shine my boots?"

The little boy smiled, and said, "Oh, no sir!! I'm not a
Marine. I'm just wearing his hat!"

Resolution
To Change

Membership Criteria
WHEREAS, The membership of La Societe des Quarante
Hommes et Huit Chevaux has continued to decline over
the past several years and

WHEREAS, The reduction in membership is hindering our
ability to maintain our programs as well as our ability to
support the American Legion and

WHEREAS, La Societe became a fully independent
veterans group in 1959, and

WHEREAS, Broadening La Societe’s membership criteria
harms no group or person, and

WHEREAS, This measure does not diminish the ritual,
charity, selectivity, or honor at the heart of La Societe,
now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That Article IV Section 1 WHO MAY
BECOME MEMBERS be changed to:

Membership is open to all American Legion Members and
all Honorably Discharged Veterans and all Military
Personnel currently serving our country, and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Avocat National make all changes
necessary to bring the balance of the constitution in
agreement with the changes made to Article IV, Section 1.

Grand Chef de Train
Doug Carignan

Correspondants:

Membership, membership, membership. This is to keep
you informed that membership dues are a must and
should be turned in as soon as you get them.

Right now, your Voiture should be at anywhere
from 60% or better.

This is the second letter that your Voiture has
received with no dues turned in.

If you have sent in dues, they should be showing
up shortly as they may have crossed in the mail.
I will be visiting as many Voitures that are behind in dues
starting this month.

Voitures who are still at a goose egg are: V – 396,
V – 1223.

Yours in service
Doug Carignan
Chef de Train L.P.
(586) 484-4354
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Taps
In Memoriam

May Their Souls Rest In Place

James F. Canfield 553 December
Dalbert Dalbeck 397 December
Fred Deyoung 553 December
Aaron Janson 600 December
Lonnie Shan Krause 767 December
Kenneth P. Landry 1116 December
David Miller 756 December
Donald Morley 553 December
Robert Dale Rhyan 600 December
Donald M. Richardson 746 December
Arthur H. Rogulski 120 December
William A. Scott 553 December
Earl Walker 553 December
Harold W. Young 721 December
Garland Baldwin 811 November
Vincent Butler 1420 November
Stanley Doty 1420 November
Paul Flager 545 November
Carlisle A. Kroeger 1153 November
Donald J. Reinhold 1061 November

Grand Aumonier
Ray Carrier

Every deceased Voyageur and Dame is entitled to
have his name read and the bell rung in his memory
at the Annual Memorial Service held on the Sunday
morning following the Grande Promenade. As a
reminder, please see to it, that the names of other
deceased Voyageurs are reported to me along with
the Voiture Locale of their membership

Yours in Service
Raymond C. Carrier

Taps Notification

For Voyageurs

Grande Voiture du Michigan

It is with regret that we inform you of the passing of
Voyageur Militaire

of Voiture Locale                      Date

Nationale has been notified: Yes        No

Send to: Raymond C. Carrier
3108 Nagaunee Trail
Clyde, MI 48049-4526

For La Femmes

Grande Cabane de Michigan

It is with regret that we inform you of the passing of
Dame

of Cabane                       Date

Nationale has been notified: Yes         No

Send to: Grande La Aumonier
Ida Rocha
1501 Weiss St.
Saginaw, MI 48602
989-793-4254

Wreaths Placed At
Arlington National Cemetery



The Whistle Stop
www.granddumichiganwhistlestop.org
Glen DeLoach
1109 John L. Drive
Monroe, MI 48162

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Calendar of Upcoming Events
February

2 Voiture 396 will host a Wreck at the Coldwater Ame rican Legion Post #52. So round up your PG's
and bring them in by 10:00 AM and we'll have some f un along with the Wrecking Crew from V-746

18 ***Deadline for the March Whistle Stop***
March  

8 Spring Cheminot, Quincy, Host V - 396
April  

26 State Wreck du Michigan, Voiture 746, 8739 E. Mic higan Avenue, Jackson, MI 49201
Voiture 946 Past Chef/Silver Key Dinner.

May  
3 Grand Chef de Gare Donnie Lee Haynes and La Presid ente Carrie Haynes
10 Voiture 946 Mother’s Day Wreck

August  
8,9,10 Grand Promenade, Lansing Best Western Midway Hotel, V - 1061

  
October Fall Cheminot, OPEN

June
2009
5,6,7 Great Lakes Promenade, Lansing Best Western Mi dway Hotel, Host V-946


