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Grand Chef de Gare 
Leo “Stub” Hoag  

 
Voyageurs, 
 

Well a new year has begun and of course on 
everyone’s mind should be membership.  Membership, 
new or old is very important for the cause of the Forty & 
Eight programs.  For what ever cause that you hold dear, 
Nurses Training, VAVS, Youth Programs excreta, it is my 
hope that if there are any differences between 
membership, that each one stop for a moment and 
consider the “bigger” picture.  The lives changed for the 
better through the programs of the Forty & Eight. Without 
each and every one of you Voyageurs and those 
Voyageurs of the past, what has been accomplished 
would not have been.   I’m looking forward to working with 
you to continue the integrity (and the fun) of the Forty & 
Eight. 

I was recently invited to attend Voiture 875 
Indiana Wreck 8/23/09 where Lon Preston of V545 MI was 
Wrecked, we were treated very well and all had fun.  
Remember new voyageurs are out there, our ranks are 
open to all honorably discharged veterans.  They will need  

Chef” Continued on page 2 

Grande La Presidente 
Erica MacLachlan 

Hello Everyone 
 
      I would like to say a Big thank you to my dad 
Eddie MacII and Ray Carrier and Joe Jamnick for 
installing me as Grande La Presidente. I would also like to 
thank Joe for the Gavel and the great stand I will always 
treasure it for many years to come.  I would like to say 
thank you to Cabane 1116 and to 1536 for all their help 
and their support through the years.  I would like to thank 
Hattie for making the year fun and letting everyone have 
fun with the frogs.  

Well here is the beginning to a new year, may we 
all have a great year.  Next month I will be off to Nationale 
in New York hope everyone has a great time there.  

For everyone that new about my brother, he is 
home and is doing great. 

Don’t forget Fall Cheminot is in Oscoda October 
9th and 10th I hope to see everyone there. 

 
Thank You  

 
Grande La Presidente 
Erica MacLachlan 

LaPres” Continued on page 3 

Grand Correspondant 
Glen DeLoach 

Voyageurs, 
 

It is a new year and you have a new 
correspondant.  I hope that everything runs smoothly this 
year.  Some of you have received the Whistle Stop even 
though you are no longer a Grande or Local Officer.  This 
is because I have not received the name of your 
replacement. 

Please, Please, Please, I need the Officers list 
and bonding from the following Voitures: 553, 599, 659, 
690, 756, 811, 983, 1002, 1074, 1086, 1495, Voiture 1536 
I need your bonding, and Voiture 868 I need your Officers 
list.  Remember you must include a check for $5.00 with 
your bonding form. 

I also need the following Grands Cheminots and 
Sous Grands Cheminots: District 2 Sous, District 3 Sous, 

“Glen” Continued on page 2  

Grand e La Correspondante  
Sue Houttekier  

 
As we begin the 2009-2010 year the theme is 

Teaching Every American Meaning. 
Erica will be telling us more about TEAM in the future but 
we are a team and as such should try to work as one. 

Our primary focus, at this time, is 
“MEMBERSHIP”.  We need to get our dues in as soon as 
possible. We also need to work on getting more members. 
We now have a large pool of females to draw on and it is 
time to take advantage of this.  

Remember that the officers and chairmen are 
always available to answer any questions you may have 
so do not think you should not ask. The only dumb 
question is the one not asked.  
 
See you at Fall Cheminot. 
Sue Houttekier 
Grande La Correspondante    
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Chef  from page 1  
to be asked to join so start checking your sources out and 
a Wreck may be held nearby or at your Voiture.  Give 
Glen DeLoach a call or email for details and dates.   

I’d like to thank those voyageurs that supported 
and guided me in the steps to the Grand Chef du Michigan 
position.  It truly humbles me to have your friendship and 
faith in my abilities.  I could not have come this far, nor 
can I continue without your support, we are as a team, so 
here’s to “getting the job done and having fun in the 
process”.  

Special thanks to Mike Lefcheck for a fun 
installation of office, and Glen DeLoach for keeping me on 
track of everything!!! (Janet says she gave up long ago.)   

Thank you Voiture 396 for your support.  Thank 
you, Chris Pavka, Mike Hemker and Kenneth Bidlack for 
attending and assisting with registrations at the Grand 
Promenade. 

A Very Special Thanks to Kenny Bidlack for 
traveling with me throughout the years! 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 
Sept. 9th thru 12th 2009 Promenade National Rochester, 
New York 
Oct. 9th & 10th 2009 Fall Cheminot Oscoda, MI 
 
Chef Stub 
 
Greetings, 
 

Well Voyageurs, my year is coming to a close, 
and I wish to thank all Voyageurs and Voitures, who I 
visited for the hospitality they have shown me. I wish the 
new officers of Grand du Michigan all the success and I 
will be there to help if they need it.  

Michigan is in 26th place at 99.46% and we have 
27 Voitures  who have reached 100% or better in their 
membership, congratulations to those Voitures and I 
encourage all to try to get to 100%. Grand du Michigan 
needs 10 Voyageurs who have not paid their dues to 
reach 100%, but actually 83 haven’t paid their dues.  

Please remember to send in your reports to the 
appropriate Directeurs of the programs soon as possible, 
so the Directeurs can turn them in to Lloyd Bradley. There 
are a lot of Voitures who do the work, but don’t turn in 
reports, so please turn them in. 

Cheminots, Grand Officers, Directeurs should also 
turn in a report for the Annual Reports book, please send 
them to Lloyd Bradley also, if not, you will have to read 
your report at the Grand Promenade. 
Directeurs, please make sure, all pin money or pins are 
turned back to you. Grand du Michigan doesn’t want to 
have to go through what we did last year, chasing down 
monies. It is important so that the Grand can vote at 
Promenade Nationale. 

If you have outstanding calendars, please try to 
sell them as they are the Grand’s only fundraiser. There 
are some Voitures who still owe money or stubs, or both 
so please contact Don Eastcott at 989-539-8958. 

Memorial Day at Arlington National Cemetery was 
an experience that one will never forget. Linda Lefcheck 
(C-997) presented the wreath for the American Legion and 

Nationale La Presidente Sue Houttekier (C-997) for the 
La Femmes. 
Grand du Michigan has the following upcoming events: 

·  Wreck 7th District; July 25, 2009; (A.L. Post 382) 
St. Clair, MI 

·  Wreck Voiture 767, August 1, 2009; Temple, MI 

·  Grand Promenade; Aug 7-9, 2009; Lansing, MI  

Please note that the Best Western Midway, Lansing, has 
changed its name to the Avalon Hotel, which has now 
changed to Days Inn – Lansing  the phone numbers are 
still the same. The registration form is on the website 
along with booster and program ads. 

Doug Carignan 
Grand Chef de Gare 
2008-2009 
 
 Glen  from page 1 

District 5 Cheminot & Sous, District 7 Cheminot & Sous, 
District 8 Cheminot & Sous, District 10 Cheminot & Sous, 
District 11 Cheminot & Sous, District 12 Cheminot & Sous, 
District 13 Sous, District 14 Sous, and District 15 
Cheminot & Sous. 

Finally I need the Officers elected at the Petite 
Promenade in the U.P. 

I would like to be able to pass out the Grande 
Officer Roster at the Fall Cheminot on October 10th but I 
will need to have all of the above information to me by 
September 15th.  There is a working copy of the Grand 
Officers Roster on the web site, pleas check it to make 
sure that your information is correct. 

One more point on the Officers list and bonding.  
Any event that you are holding at your Voiture will not be 
placed on the Grande Calendar and your request for the 
Grand Chef de Gare to attend any of your local events will 
be denied until I receive your Officers list and bonding. 

In order to save the Grande some money, we 
have decided not to mail out the Official Call for the 
Grandes Cheminots and the Grande Promenade.  
Everyone who would get a call also gets the Whistle Stop 
and the Official call is already printed in the Whistle Stop. 

Hope to see all of you at the Fall Cheminot in 
Oscoda.  All Grande Officers, Directeurs, and Cheminots 
you should be working on your reports that you need to 
turn into the Sous Correspondant at the Fall Cheminot.  
Grand Cheminots make sure to contact the Voitures in 
your district so that you will be able to report on their 
activities. 

There are a couple of changes to the Grande 
Calendar; First, the Grand Chef’s Testimonial has been 
moved to March 20th, and Second the Wreck in Coldwater 
on April 10th is the State Wreck.  Please make these 
changes to the calendar that I know all of you have 
purchased. 

 
Yours in Service 
 
Glen DeLoach 
Grand Correspondant 
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The voitures of 1002 have the Blue Goose back on the 
road after about 5 years. I am sending this from this past 
weekend. Pictured are Past Chef Jim Wheeler, Mike 
Vigilante, Current Chef Ron Runyan, Past Chef Charlie 
Head and new member to 1002 Don Howard. 

 

La Pres  from page 1  

Dear Sister Dames. 

It’s August already, WOW how time flies. It doesn’t seem 
like it’s already been a year ago when I was anticipating 
taking my obligation as your La Presidente. I do want to 
wish the incoming La Presidente and her officers a terrific 
year I know mine was. 
  I would like to take this time to thank everyone 
that helped me to make it a good year. My special thanks 
to Patsy for all that she has done for me and for the Good 
of La Societe. Thanks also to Clara and the ones who 
worked on the Protocol update. 
  Our membership did great even though we didn’t 
make 100% we did make 99.15% of goal, the voyageurs 
did 95.20% of their goal. 
  I hope everybody is thinking of something to help 
our great Grande. 
  Sadly I was unable to make 7th District Wreck 
lunch for the ladies. Hope to see you at Temple wreck 
Aug. 1st. 
  Remember to take care of yourself and your sister 
dames. And "Together we can do it better.” 

 
In your Service 
Grande La Presidente 2008-2009 
Hattie Jerome 
 

The list of Voitures who have 
a copy of their 

Constitution & By Laws 
on file with the Grand Voiture: 

 
Grand Voiture Du Michigan 

Ft. Custer National Cemetery 
Voiture 102      Voiture 946 
Voiture 120      Voiture 957 
Voiture 181      Voiture 997 

Voiture 396      Voiture 1002 
Voiture 553      Voiture 1061 
Voiture 599      Voiture 1086 
Voiture 600      Voiture 1116 
Voiture 669      Voiture 1153 
Voiture 690      Voiture 1288 
Voiture 692      Voiture 1332 
Voiture 708      Voiture 1363 
Voiture 721      Voiture 1420 
Voiture  746      Voiture 1425 
Voiture 767      Voiture 1536 
Voiture 868      Voiture 1600 

 
If you do not have a copy on file with the Grand Vo iture, 

please give or mail me a copy. 
 

Edward M. MacLachlan II  (Eddie Mac II) 
9436 Farrand Rd. 
Otisville Mi. 48463 
PH: 810-631-4011 

 

Calendar Winners 
Winners for July 

Ticket  Amount  
Selling 
Voiture  

Winner  

1211 $50.00 1061 Dan & Ja n Sherwood  
1179 $50.00 1061 James R. Borgesi Jr.  
0104 $50.00 553 Edwin Phillips  
0911 $100.00 1536 V-1536 
0505 $100.00 102 Betty J. Skowron  

 

Grand Directeur Ways 
and Means 

Donald R. Eastcott 
 
At the present time the 2010 Calendars are 

printed and  are available for pick up at Fall Cheminot in 
October.  Again I must stress that if we do not sell all 1600 
calendars ordered for 2010, the Grand will be forced to cut 
their budget.  Remember this is your Grand and they need 
your support.      

Many thanks to all sellers for their help and many 
thanks and good luck to all purchasers.   
 
Donald R. Eastcott 
Grand Directeur Ways and Means 
Calendar Program 
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Ever Wonder 
1. Isn't making a smoking section in a restaurant like 

making a peeing section in a swimming pool? 
2. If a pig loses its voice, is it disgruntled?   
3. If Fed Ex and UPS were to merge, would they call it 

Fed UP?   
4. Do Lipton Tea employees take coffee breaks? 
5. What hair color do they put on the driver's licenses of 

bald men? 
6. I was thinking about how people seem to read the Bible 

a whole lot more as they get older; then it dawned on 
me, they're cramming for their final exam.  

7. If a cow laughed, would she spew milk out of her nose? 
8. Whatever happened to Preparations A through G?   
9. If 4 out of 5 people SUFFER from diarrhea...does that 

mean that one enjoys it?   
 10. OK.... so if the Jacksonville Jaguars are known as the 

'Jags' and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers are known as the 
'Bucs,' what does that make the Tennessee Titans? 

 

Voiture Quota Reported Short Percent 
     

     

District #1 Alex Germany Charles Head 

102 Wayne 58 60 -2 103.45% 

1002 Sub-Wayne 77 77 13 83.12% 

Total 135 137 11 91.85% 
     

     

District #2 Norm Stone  

746 Jackson 69 69 0 100.00% 

957 Washtenaw 89 90 -1 101.12% 

997 Lenawee 160 166 -6 103.75% 

1153 Monroe 67 76 -9 113.43% 

Total 385 401 -16 104.16% 
     

     

District #3 Mike Hemker Cliff Rose 

161 Kalamazoo 15 16 -1 106.67% 

181 Calhoun 22 24 -2 109.09% 

396 Branch 36 43 -7 119.44% 

1223 Hillsdale 8 8 0 100.00% 

Total 81 91 -10 112.35% 
     

     

District #4 James Broadbridge Robert Leis 

545 St. Joseph 38 42 -4 110.53% 

983 Berrien-Cass 14 2 12 14.29% 

1494 Allegan 14 15 -1 107.14% 

Total 66 59 7 89.39% 
     

     

District #5    John Rendak 

553 Kent 68 51 17 75.00% 
     

     

District #6 James Simmins Peter Jerome 

946 Ingham 188 204 -16 108.51% 

1116 Genesee 76 84 -8 110.53% 

Total 264 288 -24 109.09% 
     

     

District #7 Barry Schweitzer David Kirkbride 

120 St.Clair 98 93 5 94.90% 

1061 Macomb 88 88 0 100.00% 

1383 Tuscola 7 7 0 100.00% 

1536 Lapeer 60 58 2 96.67% 

Total 253 246 7 97.23% 
     

     

District #8 Frank Rocha Jr. Louis Lapan 

600 Saginaw 90 89 1 98.89% 

756 Shiawassee 12 13 -1 108.33% 

868 Clinton 28 32 -4 114.29% 

1420 Ionia-Montcalm 51 41 10 80.39% 

Total 181 175 6 96.69% 
     

     

District #9 Butch Johnson Jerry Stedman 

721 Newaygo 72 39 3 92.86% 
1206 Wexford-Missaukee 16 18 -2 112.50% 
1363 Manistee 14 14 0 100.00% 

Total 102 71 1 98.61% 
     

     

 

Voiture Quota Reported Short Percent 
     

     

District #10     

690 Bay 22 13 9 59.09% 

767 Clare 43 43 0 100.00% 
1425 Midland 22 23 -1 104.55% 
1435 Mecosta 2 1 1 50.00% 

Total 89 80 9 89.89% 
     

     

District #11 Bill Hafeman  

663 Delta 19 19 0 100.00% 

1288 Menoninee 41 40 1 97.56% 
Total 60 59 1 98.33% 

     .83%

     

District #12 Ronald Pearson Joseph Rayome 

397 Gogebic 6 9 -3 150.00% 

599 Marquette 35 35 0 100.00% 
659 Dickinson 21 16 5 76.19% 

Total 62 60 2 96.77% 32
     

     

District #13 Joseph Lafnear Sr . 

811 Oakland 49 54 -5 110.20% 
     

     

District #14 Elden Avery  

669 Iosco 46 40 6 86.96% 

1086 Ogemaw-Arenac 16 13 3 81.25% 
Total 62 53 9 85.48% 

     

5
     

District #15     

1074 Kalkaska 5 4 1 80.00% 

1495 Crawford 5 5 0 100.00% 
Total 10 9 1 90.00% 

     

     

Quota          1,837 100% Voitures 28  

Goal 1,916    

Members 1,848 100% Districts 5 
%Quota 100.6% Short for Quota -11 

%Goal 96.45% Short for Goal 68 

 

Grande Voiture du Michigan Membership 
Report Date August 7, 2009 
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Manominee County Voiture 1288 is having a ticket raffle with 
proceeds for the Nurses Training Program.  17 girls will be 
going to college this fall with Voiture 1288’s scholarships.  
Shown in the photo is L-R Lyle Gearhart, Commissar Intendant 
of 1288 purchasing a raffle ticket from Marcel Chartre, Chef de 
Gare of 1288 and Leroy Sjoholm, Correspondant of 1288.  Only 
125 tickets are being sold at $100 each.  A meal will be served 
on Saturday October 3rd when the winning ticket will be drawn 
 

 

 
 
Shown here L-R is Dan Jenkins, V- 1288, Frank Rodman, 
Public Relations officer V-1288 accepting the 2009 
Laverne Eccleston award as the Voiture Local for 
excellence in promotion 40&8 programs and fostering 
effective communication with the community during the 
year.  Marcel Chartre, Chef de Gare, Bill Hafeman, Past 
Grand Chef de Train U.P. and Leroy Sjoholm, 
Correspondant V-1288 
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Taps 
 

In Memoriam 

May Their Souls Rest In Place 

Name Voiture 
/ 

Cabane 

Month  

Bollinger, Gerald D. 811 July 
Carmack, Don 1074 July 
Comstock, Glenn E. Jr. 811 July 
Panos, Thomas 1116 July 
Rubello, Joseph S. 120 July 
Vallie, Richard 997 July 
Davidson, David H. 1086 August 
Forbes, Gerald 396 August 
Gill, Carl 553 August 
Gurgall, Matthew 1288 August 
McCartney, Theodore 1116 August 
Radomsky, Samual J. 1086 August 
Thompson, Gerald Jr. 1116 August 
Zube, Donald 1086 August 

 
 

 

Grand Aumonier 
John A. Bradford 

 
 
Every deceased Voyageur and Dame is entitled to have his 
name read and the bell rung in his memory at the Annual 
Memorial Service held on the Sunday morning following the 
Grande Promenade. As a reminder, please see to it, that the 
names of other deceased Voyageurs are reported to me along 
with the Voiture Locale of their membership 
 
Yours in Service 

Taps Notification 

For Voyageurs 
Grande Voiture du Michigan 
It is with regret that we inform you of the passing of Voyageur 
Militaire 
  
__________________________________________________ 
 
of Voiture Locale _____________Date ___________________ 
 
Nationale has been notified: Yes___ No____ 
Send to: 
Grande Aumonier 
John A. Bradford 
8560 N. Hix, Apt 102 
Westland, MI 48185 

 

 

For La Femmes 
Grande Cabane de Michigan 
It is with regret that we inform you of the passing of Dame 
  
_______________________________________________ 
 
of Cabane Locale _____________Date ________________ 
 
Nationale has been notified: Yes___ No____ 
Send to: 
Grande LaAumonier 
Ida Rocha 
1501 Weiss 
Saginaw, MI 48602 
 

 
Boosters 

 

Kay Bauer * 
Ken Bidlack 

Raymond Carrier * 
Erwin "Bo" Coykendall * 

David Dumas 
Lillian Dumas * 
Paul Glasser 

Robert "Peaches" Haley * 
Michael Hemker * 
Jack W. Imerzel 

Chuck Irvin * 
Kathy Kilunas 
Robert Leis * 

Ed MacLachlan II 
Erica MacLachlan 
Charles Prescott * 

Rich Schroeder 
Voiture 946 * 

Frank Warren * 
Dave Webb * 
Karen Webb * 

 

A big thank you to all of the Boosters of the Whistle Stop. 

Booster Ads are $2.00.  Please send to the address on the 
back cover of the Whistle Stop. 

Subscriptions to the Whistle Stop are $10.00. 

The names with an *, your Booster Ad will expire this 
month. 

 



 

The Whistle Stop 
mi40-8.com 

 

Glen DeLoach 
1109 John L. Drive 
Monroe, MI 48162 

 

 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

September   
9-12 Promenade Nationale , Rochester, NY  

October   
9-10 Fall Cheminot, Oscoda, Hosted by V -669 

December   
12 Santa Claus Wreck V -997 

2010  
March   

6 Grande La Presidente’s Testimonial, Lapeer, MI  
13 Spring Cheminot V -946 
20 Grande Chef de Gare’s Testimonial, Quincy, MI  

April   
10 State Wreck, Coldwater, MI 

May  
8 Mothers Day Wreck V -946 

14 & 15 Cenotaph, Niagra Falls, NY  
June   
3 – 5 Great Lakes Promenade, Appleton Wisconsin  

August   
13-15 Grande Promenade V -669 

September   
8-11 Promenade Nationale, Springfield, IL  

 


