
mi40-8.com                                                                                                Whistle Stop Page 1 

� � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � �

� 
 � � 
 � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � �

� 	�� ����������	
 � �
����
�������������������� �������������

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grand Chef de Gare 
Leo “Stub” Hoag  

 
Voyageurs, 

Well another month has come and gone like the 
wind and the holidays are before us making things a bit 
more hectic. 

I attended the Wreck at Voiture 946, and I’d like to 
congratulate and welcome the new voyageurs. I hope they 
get involved in the programs and attend their promenades 
faithfully.  It was an honor and a pleasure to present to all, 
their Obligation. It was especially an honor to do the first 
obligation (that we know of) for a father and daughter 
team.  Thank you Voiture 946 for your hospitality of soup 
and sandwiches and the cold brown pop.  Several 
members that I spoke with expressed that they really 
enjoyed themselves.  

Thank you, Voyager 1153 for inviting me to attend 
and ride in the Veterans Day Parade in Detroit with you.  I 
had a blast, the snacks were great!  The trip was very 
enjoyable; I’ve never seen a tire changed so fast. Are you 
sure you’re not a pit crew for Indy???  Also I’d like to take 
a moment to say in my defense, “NO, I wasn’t setting on 
the side that had the flat tire!!” 

Veterans Day I attended the Memorial Service at 
Fort Custer Cemetery, there were quite a few speakers 
and all did an exceptional job.  The weather was fantastic 
for this time of year so the attendance was great.  Voyager 
181 at Post 54 provided an incredible meal and their 
hospitality was tip top.   

Membership, membership, membership, 
remember all you have to do is ask!   

Please wear your chapeaus when ever possible. 
IIt’s good advertisement for a great organization and if 
someone asks you about it, you might be able to ask them 
to join.  

See you at the Santa Clause Wreck at V 997 
December 12th 2009 

I’d like to take this time to say, Thank You for all 
the invitations of Christmas celebrations, so many that I 
couldn’t make them all.  Those that I did attend thank you 
for your gracious hospitality, fun and food; it was all great, 
you did a fantastic job!! 

Attended the Santa Clause Wreck Dec. 12th held 
at V-997 and I’d like to WELCOME all the NEW 

VOYAGEURS to the Forty et Eight, a lot of fun was had 
Chef” Continued on page 2 

Grande La Presidente 
Erica MacLachlan 

 
Hello Everyone 

 
I would like to thank Cabane 946 for the Luncheon 

that they put on at the wreck.  I hope everyone had fun.  
Thanksgiving is here may everyone enjoy themselves and 
their family for the holiday.  Dames keep working on your 
membership.  Let’s do great by getting them in. 

For anyone that is interested I have rooms at the 
Fairfield Inn by Marriot in Lapeer set aside for March 6th 
2010 for anyone that needs a room for my Testimonial 
Dinner.  The number is 1-810-245-7700 and the address 
is 927 Demile Road Lapeer Mi 48446. If you call just say 
your calling for the rooms under the 40/8. They will take 
good care of you. 

I hope everyone has a great holiday. 
Merry Christmas to everyone I hope everyone 

enjoys the holidays.  I would like to thank Jackson for a 
great Christmas party and I would like to thank Jackson 
for the gift.  Then I was off to Adrian for the wreck.  I would 
also like Thank Cabane 997 for the Angel that was given 
to me.  May everyone have a good Christmas and a great 
New Year 
  
Grande La Presidente 
Erica MacLachlan 

 
Grand Correspondant 

Glen DeLoach 
Greetings: 
 

First I would like to welcome the new Voyageurs 
wrecked at Voiture 946 on November 8th, they are:  Lori 
Barber, Roger Commissaris, William Dodge, Bradley 
Lawrence, David Purvis, Jimmie Shirey, Steven 
Stockenauer, John Strachan, David Strachan, Roger 
Weathers.  Jimmie Shirey and Lori Barber are father and 
daughter, this is the first time in the Grande and maybe 
nationwide that a father and daughter were wrecked 
together. 

Here are some important changes to the 
Calendar, the State Wreck has been moved from April 10th 
to March 20th, and the Grand Chef’s Testimonial has been 
moved from March 20th to April 3rd. 

 “Glen” Continued on page 2  
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Chef  from page 1  
by one and all.  I hope the new voyageurs return 

to their  
perspective Voitures and become involved in a 

program that has significant meaning to them.  
While at the Wreck I spoke with our Chef de Mon de Fer 
Passes’ about Nationale Directeurs failing to supply 
Michigan Directeurs with pins, for instance Grand 
Directeur of Carville Star Pins, we can’t sell pins unless 
we have them.  I was assured that they would look into the 
situation and get it straightened out, so look forward to 
pins coming soon.  
Membership, Membership, Membership  remember 
keep the ball rolling; send in your re-newel membership 
dues.   Our organization depends on the numbers so when 
dues are paid send them in, it might be two or five but it’ll 
show activity.  I’ve spoken to a couple of Voitures that are 
holding their dues to the end of the year, in the mean time 
it appears to the Nationale a lack of activity and or 
interest. We want the Nationale to know we’re here, so get 
your dues in.  If you send them at least once a month it’ll 
show a monthly activity and that’s all we ask.   I know that 
everyone is being conscious of postage expenses but 
send them in at least once a month .  We need to get rid 
of the “goose eggs.” 
 
Travel Dates: 
 
Jan 8-9th, 2010   Wreck V-1002 Southgate VFW/Am. 
Legion 
Mar. 6th 2010 Grand La Presidente’s Testimonial,  Lapeer 
Mar. 13th Spring Cheminot V-946 Lansing  
Mar. 20th State Wreck V-396 Coldwater 
Mar 26-28 2010 Nat. Chef’s Homecoming San Antonio, 
TX 
April 3rd Grand Chefs Testimonial, Quincy 
April 29th-May1st Nut Cracker Wreck, Pascagoula , MS 
May 14-15 Cenotaph Pilgrimage, Niagra Falls NY 
May 31st Memorial Services Washington DC 
June 3-5th Great Lakes Promenade, Appleton , WI 
Aug 13-15 Grand Promenade, West Branch 
 
Chef Stub 
In the Can Do Spirit 

 

 
 
 

 

For Sale 

Gold Blazer Size 50R 

$50.00 

Contact Mike Lefcheck 

734-856-3539 

 

 

Glen  from page 1 
 
I still need the Officer List and Bonding from the 

following Voitures: 599, 690, 756, 983, 1074, 1495 and 811 
bonding only.  I also need the Cheminots and Sous Cheminots 
from the following Districts: 5, 8, 10, 11, 12 and 15.  This is the 
last time that I will be putting this request in my letter.  If you 
know anyone in the above Voitures or Districts please ask them 
to try and get this information to me. 

Welcome new voyageurs, Douglas Marr, Michael W. 
Terry, and John A. Bofia into V-1153, Kenneth Hoskins V-181, 
Hugh Haines V-746, Bennie Griggs V-957, Matthew Hewitt, 
Glenn Kiest Jr., Robert Arno, Robert Nevenschwander, Donald 
Dickey, Gilbert Salazare, Ronald Crowley, Mark Meredith, 
Thomas Stevens, and Jonathan Wood all into V-997.  All 16 
were wrecked at V-997’s Santa Clause Wreck on December 
12th. 

The next wreck will be on January 9th at V-1002, at the 
Southgate VFW/American Legion, hope to see you there. 

Officers and Directeurs, Spring Cheminot is just around 
the corner, time to start getting your reports ready.  Cheminots 
you should be checking with the Locals in your District so that 
you will be able to report on what they are doing. 
 
Yours in Service 
Glen DeLoach 
Grand Correspondant 
 
 
 
 

 
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 

6th.  CABANE 746 IS HOSTING A 
ROAST BEEF DINNER 5 P.M TO 7 

P.M. COST $7.00. 
 

AND ON SUNDAY FEBRUARY 21st. 
CABANE  746 JACKSON COUNTY 

AT 1:00 PM PUTTING ON A 
FEATHER PARTY (BINGO)  

 
PROCEEDS TO GENERAL FUND 

AND NURSES TRAINING.  
 
 

YOURS IN La SOCIETE 
CABANE-746  
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Grand Time and Place 
Committee 

 
To clear up any confusion that seems to be out 

there.  Anytime that a Voiture invites the Grand Chef to a 
function, regardless of what it is the Voiture is doing, that 
Voiture is responsible for lodging for the Grand Chef and 
the Grande Correspondent.  
 
Charlie Prescott 
Chairman 
Time and Place Committee 

2010 “Uncle Sam” 
Membership TEAM 

Successful Recruiting 
Summary 

 
1. JUST ASK . It all starts by asking a prospective 

candidate to join La Societe. If you don’t do this they may not 
even know that they are eligible to be a member. 

2. How can you sell them on joining La Societe? 
First step is sell yourself ! You can’t talk someone into 
something very easily, but you can surely talk them out of it. 

3. Explain to them what the Forty and Eight 
represents and what we do for veterans and the community. 
You must create an interest in joining. A candidate is not 
likely to join any organization that they know little or nothing 
about.  However, don’t overload them with information. 

4. Ask “Are you a member?” If the answer is “No,” 
Ask why not, and then SHUT UP and let them keep talking. 
Soon they will say something like “Maybe I should be,” or 
“How do I join?” Then agree with them, and fill out the 
application NOW. 

5. Be prepared for “No’s.” Treat “no” as though it 
were a request for more information. When asked “What’s in 
it for me?” tell them, but don’t overdo it. You should always 
point out that the main thing they will get is the opportunity to 
continue to serve by helping other veterans and members of 
their community. 

6. Be prepared to answer objections, but don’t use a 
prepared script or “canned” answer. 

7. If what you are doing isn’t getting new members, 
CHANGE WHAT YOU ARE DOING. 

8. You can’t do something the way someone else 
does it. Mold your recruiting techniques to fit your 
personality. Everyone is not the same. 

9. You are not him or her. YOU ARE YOU. You have 
unique talents and abilities.  Use them to share the benefits 
and good news about La Societe. 

10. Don’t be afraid to look beyond the limits of your 
Post, your other organizations, 
or your circle of friends. Prospective candidates can be found 
everywhere. So go out and get them. I heard somewhere 
that successful people make things happen, while 
unsuccessful people make excuses. Be one of the 
successful ones. 
 
Mike Wood, Directeur 2010 “Uncle Sam” Membership TEAM 
SAM = Sponsor Another Member 
 

Voiture  746 

has started serving Sunday 
breakfast 

9-11:30am  Cost is $5.00 
 

 
 

Calendar Winners 
Winners for November 

Ticket  Amount  
Selling 
Voiture  

Winner  

0306 $50.00 997 Sidney Beatty  
0121 $50.00 811 James Mulligan  
0814 $50.00 957 Herbert Schock  
1151 $100.00 1061 Debbie Kiser & Lisa F rans  
1165 $100.00 1061 Steve Wertz  

 

Winners for December 

Ticket  Amount  
Selling 
Voiture  

Winner  

0164 $50.00 721 Steve Moore  
0873 $50.00 957 Geo. & Sharon Studley  
1066 $50.00 1061 Bernard Foley  
1488 $50.00 1061 Rob Willemse  
0198 $100.00 669 James R. Bo rgesi Jr.  
0687 $100.00 1153 Jerry Hughes  
0913 $150.00 1536 V-1536 
1444 $1,000.00 C-1061 Diane & Tony Crivella  

 

Grand Directeur Ways 
and Means 

Donald R. Eastcott 
 

HELP! The Grand needs more help.  Some of the 
STUBS and Money has been returned along with un-sold 
calendars.  If this trend keeps going, the Grand will have 
to cut their budget more than they forecasted.  If your 
Voiture can sell some of the returned unsold calendars, 
give me a call 1-586-294-3564.  Remember this is your 
Grand and your programs and they need your support. 

 If you sold some of the 2010 calendars, please start 
sending in the stubs and money.  All stubs, money and all 
unsold calendars must be retuned to me by January 15, 
2010 so they can be processed and made ready for the 
first drawing in January. 

Many thanks to all sellers for their help and many 
thanks and good luck to all purchasers.   
 
Donald R. Eastcott 
Grand Directeur Ways and Means 
Calendar Program 
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Voiture 1536  

 

 
 

Never too late!  
 

PG Mel Heath was given a gentleman’s wreck at 
Voiture 1536 Lapeer on Sunday, November 8, 2009.  M el is 
91 years old and a proud patriot.  He regularly par ticipates 
in parades around Lapeer County as well as around h is 
winter home in Florida.  Though he no longer walks the 
parade routes, he can always catch a ride in a Jeep  or 
Hummer.  Now he proudly rides the Voiture 1536 trai n. 

Mel is still able to wear his original uniform.  He  
jokes that when he unpacked his uniform years ago, he 
was a bit discouraged as he had more wrinkles than his 
uniform. 

Mel served with General Patton in the 3 rd Army, 257 
Field Artillery Battalion. 

 

Voiture 1153  
Voiture 1153 presents a certificate of appreciation  to Ray 
Cordrey of Buck and Equipment Co. for their donatio n of 
parts for their train.  Also pictured are Ray Caupo ch and 
Andrew Vebenstad. 
 

Voiture 181 

 

Cliff Rose presenting a check for $100 to Haven of Rest 
to help the homeless Vets, women and children in ne ed 
of food and clothing. 

 

 

Cliff Rose presenting the Salvation Army with a check for 
$100, to help feed the poor and other unfortunate people. 
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Grand Directeur Membership 
Dave Webb 

To all Local Correspondants, would you please turn in 
your Dues ASAP. No need to sit on them until the first of the 
year. 

Would the following Voitures please check on your 
membership V-868 2 paid out of 31 V-553 1 paid out of 46. If 
you need help, contact the Grand Chef de Gare Stub Hoag or 
Grand Chef de Train Dave Webb. 

The past couple of months GRANDE DU MICHIGAN 
has been up and down the ladder on membership, from 34th 
place  to  AT present time 10-29-09 into 22nd place with 
57.43%. 

We have 6 Voitures that have achieved their goal of 
100% or higher:  V 1086  150%  V 1223 128.57  v 1363 
114.29%  V-1536 101.75%  V983  100%  V 1494 100% 
REMEMBER IT TAKES A 100 % effort from each of US TO 
ACHEIVE THIS GOAL 

 

Voiture Quota Reported Short Percent 
     

     

District #1 Alex Germany Charles Head 

102 Wayne 58 57 -2 98.28% 
1002 Sub-Wayne 77 37 13 50.00% 

Total 135 94 11 71.21% 
     

     

District #2 Norm Stone  

746 Jackson 68 24 44 35.29% 
957 Washtenaw 86 76 10 88.37% 
997 Lenawee 158 161 -3 101.90% 
1153 Monroe 73 78 -5 106.85% 

Total 385 339 46 88.05% 
     

     

District #3 Mike Hemker Cliff Rose 

161 Kalamazoo 15 13 2 86.67% 
181 Calhoun 24 19 5 79.17% 
396 Branch 40 29 11 72.50% 
1223 Hillsdale 7 9 -2 128.57% 

Total 86 70 16 81.40% 
     

     

District #4 James Broadbridge Robert Leis 

545 St. Joseph 40 21 19 52.50% 
983 Berrien-Cass 2 2 0 100.00% 
1494 Allegan 15 15 0 100.00% 

Total 57 38 19 66.67% 
     

     

District #5    John Rendak 

553 Kent 46 1 45 2.17% 
     

     

District #6 James Simmins Peter Jerome 

946 Ingham 203 134 69 66.01% 
1116 Genesee 80 59 21 73.75% 

Total 283 193 90 68.20% 
     

     

District #7 Barry Schweitzer David Kirkbride 

120 St.Clair 91 77 14 84.62% 
1061 Macomb 86 59 27 68.60% 
1383 Tuscola 7 7 0 100.00% 
1536 Lapeer 57 58 -1 101.75% 

Total 241 201 40 83.40% 
     

     

District #8 Frank Rocha Jr. Louis Lapan 

600 Saginaw 86 62 24 72.09% 
756 Shiawassee 11 0 11 0.00% 
868 Clinton 31 13 18 41.94% 
1420 Ionia-Montcalm 44 15 29 34.09% 

Total 172 90 82 52.33% 
     

     

District #9 Butch Johnson Jerry Stedman 

721 Newaygo 39 22 17 56.41% 
1206 Wexford-Missaukee 18 16 2 88.89% 
1363 Manistee 14 17 -3 121.43% 

Total 71 55 16 77.46% 
     

     

 

Voiture Quota Reported Short Percent 
     

     

District #10     

690 Bay 12 0 12 0.00% 
767 Clare 43 34 9 79.07% 
1425 Midland 19 20 -1 105.26% 
1435 Mecosta 1 0 1 0.00% 

Total 75 54 21 72.00% 
     

     

District #11 Bill Hafeman  

663 Delta 19 19 0 100.00% 
1288 Menoninee 40 30 10 75.00% 

Total 59 49 10 83.05% 
     

     

District #12 Ronald Pearson Joseph Rayome 

397 Gogebic 9 6 3 66.67% 
599 Marquette 33 5 28 15.15% 
659 Dickinson 17 7 10 41.18% 

Total 59 18 41 30.51% 
     

     

District #13 Joseph Lafnear Sr . 

811 Oakland 50 44 6 88.00% 
     

     

District #14 Elden Avery  

669 Iosco 37 30 7 81.08% 
1086 Ogemaw-Arenac 8 12 -4 150.00% 

Total 45 42 3 93.33% 
     

8
     

District #15     

1074 Kalkaska 3 2 1 66.67% 
1495 Crawford 5 0 5 0.00% 

Total 8 2 6 25.00% 
     

     

Quota          1,769 100% Voitures 11  

Goal 1,848    

Members 1,290 100% Districts 0 
%Quota 72.92% Short for Quota 479 

%Goal 69.81% Short for Goal 558 
 

Grande Voiture du Michigan Membership 
Report Date December 30, 2009 
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Taps 
 

In Memoriam 

May Their Souls Rest In Place 

Name Voiture 
/ 

Cabane 

Month  

Allen, Robert L. 161 November 
Ivey, Revel 396 November 
Kawecki, Leonard R 811 November 
Lissee, Harry J 120 November 
Allard, Joseph 1061 December 
Barnhart, Terry V 946 December 
Deward, Douglas 721 December 
Grady, George S 811 December 
Jarrett, James 811 December 
Nickel, Donald H 1153 December 
Potter, Kenneth C 1116 December 

 

 

 
Grand Aumonier 

John A. Bradford 
 

 
Every deceased Voyageur and Dame is entitled to have his 
name read and the bell rung in his memory at the Annual 
Memorial Service held on the Sunday morning following the 
Grande Promenade. As a reminder, please see to it, that the 
names of other deceased Voyageurs are reported to me along 
with the Voiture Locale of their membership 
 
Yours in Service 

 

Taps Notification 

For Voyageurs 
Grande Voiture du Michigan 
It is with regret that we inform you of the passing of Voyageur 
Militaire 
  
__________________________________________________ 
 
of Voiture Locale _____________Date ___________________ 
 
Nationale has been notified: Yes___ No____ 
Send to: 
Grande Aumonier 
John A. Bradford 

 

8560 N. Hix, Apt 102 
Westland, MI 48185 

For La Femmes 
Grande Cabane de Michigan 
It is with regret that we inform you of the passing of Dame 
  
_______________________________________________ 
 
of Cabane Locale _____________Date ________________ 
 
Nationale has been notified: Yes___ No____ 
Send to: 
Grande LaAumonier 
Ida Rocha 
1501 Weiss 
Saginaw, MI 48602 
 

 

Boosters 
 

Ken Bidlack 
David Dumas 
Lillian Dumas 
Paul Glasser 
Sam Hanna 

Michael Hemker 
Ted Hendges 

Jack W. Imerzel 
Butch Johnson 
Pat Johnson 
Kathy Kilunas 

Ed MacLachlan II 
Erica MacLachlan 
Frank Rocha Jr. 

Ida Rocha 
Richard Rathburn 
Rich Schroeder 

Dave Webb 
Karen Webb 

A big thank you to all of the Boosters of the Whistle Stop. 

Booster Ads are $2.00.  Please send to the address on the 
back cover of the Whistle Stop. 

Subscriptions to the Whistle Stop are $10.00. 

 

Just a note from the Grand 
Chef de Gare Stub 

Wishing you all a safe Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 

Year!! 
Hope all your wishes come 

true! 
From our family to yours! 

 

 

 



 

The Whistle Stop 
mi40-8.com 

 

Glen DeLoach 
1109 John L. Drive 
Monroe, MI 48162 

 

 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

Jan   
8-9 Wreck V -1002 

March   
6 Grande La Presidente’s Testimonial, Lapeer, MI  

13 Spring Chem inot V -946 
20 State Wreck, Coldwater, MI  

April   
3 Grande Chef de Gare’s Testimonial, Quincy, MI  

May  
8 Mothers Day Wreck V -946 

14 & 15 Cenotaph, Niagra Falls, NY  
31 Memorial Services  Washington DC  

June   
3 – 5 Great Lakes Promenade, Appleton Wiscon sin  

August   
13-15 Grande Promenade V -669 

September   
8-11 Promenade Nationale, Springfield, IL  

  
  
  
  

 


